Partnered Parishes St Gabriel & St Stephen of Hungary Reservoir—Reservoir East

St Raphael Preston West, St Joseph the Worker Reservoir North
St Gabriel’s Church
1 Viola St Reservoir 3073

St Stephen’s Church
Parish Office Hours: 71 Whitelaw St Reservoir East 3073

St Gabriel’s Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 9am - 3pm St Raphael’s Church
0487 116 154 reservoir@cam.org.au 17 Hardy St Preston West 3072

Clergy: Fr G Pritchard, Fr Jossy Kizhakkethalackal, Dcn F Correya

St Joseph the Worker Church

St Joseph the Worker Wednesday & Friday 9am— 3pm 79 Wilson Blvd Reservoir North 3073
9460 3013 reservoirnorth@cam.org.au
lebrate the feasts
Yr C 21 September 2025 vece
P of Sts Gabriel and Raphael
WE E KD AY M ASS ES Morning tea/sausage sizzle
2 3'26 S ept em b er St Gabriel’s Church Reservoir (Sunday 9am Mass)

. St Raphael’s Church West Preston (Sunday 10.30am Mass,
St Gabriel’s Church ( y )

9am Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday Fr Pritchard, Fr Jossy and Deacon Correya attend Clergy

8.30am Thursday Workshop Thursday 25 September. Please note changes to
St Joseph the Worker Church this weeks daily Mass and Eucharistic Adoration program.
9.15am Wednesday o _
St Raphael’s Church Rosters for readers and ministers of Holy Communion St Jo-

seph the Worker Reservoir North and St Raphael's West Pres-
ton in preparation. It is necessary that all Parish Volunteers
hold a current Working With Children Check WWCC. Sincere
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION thanks to all who have provided a copy of their WWCC/VIT card
to the Parish Office. These Safeguarding team and Parish coor-
Wed”eSday 24 September 8.30am dinators will contact those who are yet to provide this check and
St Gabriel’s & St Joseph the Worker Churches |provide all assistance. Thank you for your ready cooperation!

Friday 26 September 8.30am

9.15am Friday

St Raphael’s Church A new lectionary based on the Revised New Jerusalem Bible
is to be introduced in Australian Catholic churches. Rev Dr Tre-
WEEKEND MASSES vor Tibbertsma presents online Exploring the New Translation
of the Lectionary Tuesday 14 October 7—8.30pm. Parish read-
Saturday 4pm Reconciliation ers are invited to participate in this presentation.
opm Vigil Mass Sincere thanks to the San Lupo Committee for $300 generous
1st Saturday 5pm Vigil Mass gift to St Raphael’s Church. The feast of San Lupo was cele-
Maltese Reservoir North brated at St Raphael’s Church West Preston Sunday 27 July.
Saturday 6.30pm Vigil Mass St Stephen of Hungary Reservoir East parishioners will be sad
Reservoir East to learn of the death of Moira Beck. Moira, her husband Merve
Reconciliation on request and their family were longstanding, active and faithful members
of St Stephen’s; Moira was parish organist. Requiescat in pace.
Saturday 6.30pm Vigil Mass
Preston West The Archdiocese of Melbourne rejoices at the Ordination to
) ) the Priesthood of 3 young deacons Saturday 20 September
Sunday 9am Mass English/Italian Sat Patrick’s Cathedral Melbourne. We welcome Frs Joshua
Reservoir North McDermid, Tuong Nguyen & lan Vergel. Along with Fr John
o ) Vespa, ordained by Pope Leo XIV at St Peter’'s Basilica Rome
Sunday 8am Reconciliation Reservoir 27 June, they will begin their ministry in Melbourne parishes in
9am Mass Reservoir the new year.
Sunday 10.30am Mass Preston West Parish men are invited to attend National menALIVE gather-
English/Italian ing MAX2025 Edmund Rice Centre Lower Plenty 10-12 Octo-

ber. The theme for MAX2025 is “MOUNTAINS” — a strong im-
age of the challenges men face, and the heights to which God
Thanksgiving & Clergy support calls us in life and faith. Participants will be inspired and en-
by direct debit couraged through: engaging talks and real-life stories; honest

_ panel discussions and small group sharing; quiet times of pray-
St Gabriel's & St Stephen’s Church er and reflection; genuine fellowship with other men of faith.
BSB: 083-347 Account: 639372585 Unique opportunity for men to step away from daily pressures,
St Raphael’s Church rediscover God’s call, and return home renewed in their mission
BSB: 083-347 Account: 643968007 as husbands, fathers, and men of faith. menalivevic.au/max-25
St Joseph the Worker Church

BSB: 083-347 Account: 645772382




ST GABRIEL’S THEATRE GROUP
Hello Dolly
Rehearsals Sundays 6pm
St Gabriel’s Parish Hall Reservoir
Enquiries: Judy judeome@hotmail.com

STELLA MARIS FESTA
Friday 17 October 7pm Mass & refreshments
St Joseph the Worker Church Reservoir North

Saturday 18 October 6pm Dinner Dance
Le Grande Reception Epping.
Members $85, non members $90, children $40

Sunday 19 October
St Joseph the Worker Church & Hall Reservoir North
2.30pm Mass 4pm procession 6pm MMG Concert Band

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL

e Our Parish conference meets on the 3rd Monday of
the month 7.30pm Emmaus Room St Gabriel's Parish
Centre. New members are always welcome.

e Emergency Assistance 1800 305 330
¢ Donation boxes are below statue of St Joseph
in St Gabriel’'s Church, and near baptismal font in

St Stephen’s Church. Members of our Partnered Par-
ishes are warmly invited to join the Society in its mission
of charity and outreach. Contact Conference president
Andrew Dos Santos reservoir.conf.pres@svdp-vic.org.au

LEGION OF MARY

Our Parish praesidium (group), dedicated to Our Lady of
the Blessed Sacrament, meets every Monday 1.30pm
Bethany Room St Gabriel’s Parish Centre. New members
are always welcome. Our Parish Legion of Mary invites
families to welcome the Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of
Fatima for a week of family prayer.

Enquiries Maureen O’ Dwyer 9460 8520

LIVING GOSPEL PRAYER GROUP
20th Anniversary Celebration
Saturday 11 October
6pm Praise & Worship
6.30pm Mass, Refreshments

Wednesdays 1.30pm
St Raphael's Church Preston West
Enquiries: Marijana 0422 340 675

CATHOLIC MEN FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY

St Patrick’s Cathedral Melbourne 10am
melbournemensrosarycrusade.com
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New Life: Life in the Spirit Seminar
Tuesdays 7.30pm-9pm 9 weeks
St Oliver’s Parish Centre 1 Landells Rd Pasco Vale
Enquiries: Marthese 0421 815 369 mtemm@hotmail.com

Sacramental Journey
First Reconciliation Saturday 4 October 11am
St Gabriel's Church Reservoir
First Holy Communion Saturday 4 October 6.30pm
St Stephen of Hungary Church reservoir East
First Holy Communion Saturday 11 October 5pm
St Joseph the Worker Church Reservoir North

Parish Lunch
Thursday 2 October 12 noon
Darebin RSL 402 Bell St Preston
Register: foyer St Raphael’s church West Preston

Young Parishioners meet Sunday 5 October St Gabri-
el's Parish Centre 10.30am—12noon lunch included $10
working $5 non working / student. David Schutz presents
Jesus in the letters of St Paul. David presented a very in-
formative and engaging account of Jesus in the Gospels in
April. This year’s presentations conclude on Sunday 2 No-
vember looking at the Holy Trinity and the heresy of Arian-
ism, resolved at the Council of Nicaea 325.

Parish RCIA resumes Thursday 9 October 7pm St Gabri-
el's Parish Centre Reservoir. RCIA leaders are invited to
attend Regional Network Gathering St Francis of Assisi
Parish Mill Park Wednesday 8 October.

March for the Babies
Saturday 11 October 1pm
Assemble Treasury Gardens
cnr Spring St & Wellington Pde
marchforthebabies.com

Song of this Land
St Patrick’s Cathedral Sunday 12 October
2.30pm Multicultural Rosary. 3pm concert.
music@cam.org.au.

Christus Rex Pilgrimage
Thursday 23— Sunday 26 October.
St Patrick's Cathedral Ballarat
to Sacred Heart Cathedral Bendigo.
Information/register: crex.org

Columban Calendar 2026 $10
Majellan Christmas Cards $8
Available at Piety Stall
St Gabriel’'s & St Raphael’s

Jubilee of Migrants: Missionaries of Hope
Weekend 4-5 October
Loyola College 325 Grimshaw St Watsonia &
St Patrick’s Cathedral Melbourne
melbournecatholic.org/jubilee

Annual Mission Fair
Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver
154 Cotham Rd Kew
Saturday 18 October 9am — 2.30 pm
Enquiries: 9817 3715




Great dwakening

Something unusual is happening in Europe, including Brit-
ain, ought to pay attention. This spring, Denmark's Prime
Minister, Mette Frederiksen, stood before a group of univer-
sity students and made a striking statement: 'We will need a
form of rearmament that is just as important [as the military
one]. That is the spiritual one." Few expected such words
from the leader of the Social Democrats, a party which
spent much of the 20th century reducing the Church of
Denmark's influence in public life. Yet this was no passing
remark. Just days earlier, Frederiksen had announced a
major military build-up: increased conscription, a sharp rise
in defense spending and intensified strategic readiness.
Like the rest of Europe and Nato, Denmark is preparing for
a more dangerous world. But there's a deeper problem, one
that Frederiksen - unusually for a western leader - has
dared to identify.

Many young Danes are unwilling to fight. Some openly ad-
mit they wouldn't die for Denmark - not for democracy, not
for the flag, and certainly not for a modern welfare state that
promises everything but inspires nothing. This is not just
Denmark's crisis. It affects all post-Christian societies and
raises a question that Britain, too, must confront. What
binds a people together when the systems they trusted start
to falter? Denmark is among the most secular nations on
Earth. Though the Church still exists by law, it plays little
role in the daily lives of most citizens. Religion is viewed as
a private matter. For generations, the state has quietly ab-
sorbed the Church's traditional functions: care for the poor,
moral forma-tion, rites of passage, community. And yet the
country's Prime Minister is now calling on the Church to
return. In an interview with the Christian newspaper Kris-
teligt Dagblad, she went even further, urging the Church of
Denmark to step up not merely as a cultural institution, but
as a vital part of national life. 'l believe that people will in-
creasingly seek the Church,' she said, 'because it offers
natural fellowship and national grounding...

The church room has helped people through many crises. |
believe the Church will find that these times call for such a
space.' Then came a sentence that would have been un-
thinkable from a Danish Social Democratic Prime Minister
just a decade ago: 'If | were the Church, | would be thinking
right now: how can we be both a spiritual and physical
framework for what Danes are going through?' This is not
religious romanticism. It is political realism. It is the recogni-
tion that rights, services and social protections cannot sus-
tain a society on their own. People are not willing to suffer
for tax models. They do not risk their lives for procedural
democracy. But they will fight for what they hold sacred.
Denmark is discovering what many nations in the West are
about to learn: that a system built on comfort, entitlement
and personal freedom leaves nothing to defend when hard-
ship occurs. And hardship - in the form of war, threat and
sacrifice - is returning to the European Continent. Britain is
in a similar situation. Military recruitment is declining. Politi-
cal leaders speak of new global threats and of boosting de-
fense spending, but say nothing of belief, meaning or moral
courage. No one seems to be asking the fundamental
question: do we have anything left that people would die to
protect? That is the real crisis.

What is becoming clear in Denmark is the limit of secular
governance. Rights and freedoms, as noble as they are, do
not exist in a vacuum. They are the fruit of a deeper moral
vision, one rooted in transcendence, in religion, in a shared
understanding of truth and goodness. Cut off from those
roots, the tree will not stand. And when sacrifice is required,
the will to make it will vanish. This is why Frederiksen's
words matter. They are not necessarily a return to personal

faith, but they are an admission that faith itself is necessary.
That no civilisation can survive, let alone defend itself, with-
out something sacred at its foundation. Britain still retains
symbols of faith - cathedrals, bishops, coronation liturgies -
but without conviction, those symbols will become museum
pieces: objects of nostalgia, not sources of strength. In the
end, the question facing every western democracy is not
how to govern, but why it exists. The fact that a call for
'spiritual rearmament' has come from the Prime Minister of
Denmark suggests that the crisis of meaning is finally
reaching the most rational, bureaucratic and post-religious
corners of European politics. Even those who replaced the
Church with the welfare state are beginning to feel the
ground shifting beneath them. spectator.com.au

Faithful Manhood I

A Lutheran minister before entering the Catholic Church, Dr
Peter Holmes now works in counselling and teaching. He
has lectured in Scripture and Theology and recently com-
pleted his PhD on the theology of masculinity. Peter is mar-
ried with eight children, and lives in Sydney, Australia.

What would you say are
some of the defining characteristics
of men and masculinity ?

St John Paul Il never created a checklist for what makes a
good man or woman. He avoided rigid categories, under-
standing that reducing masculinity to a list overlooks its
depth and uniqueness. Each person expresses it different-
ly. Dietrich von Hildebrand put it well: don't aim to be
"masculine” - that risks becoming a caricature. Instead, pur-
sue virtue. In a man, virtue naturally takes on a masculine
character. Very few traits are exclusive to men or women.
One clear difference is pregnancy. A woman experiences
human life forming within her, creating a deep, embodied
connection. Men, by contrast, always experience new life
from the outside. As Muliers Dignitatem says, a man be-
comes a father through his relationship with the mother - he
must learn father-s hood externally. In this way, a woman
reflects God's intimate love, while man reflects God's trans-
cendent love - calling life into being from outside. Psycholo-
gy even supports this: fathers often help children engage
with the outside world. This doesn't mean women can't do
this, but it highlights a particular aspect of fatherhood and
masculinity. People today talk about a crisis of masculinity.
To what extent do you think this is a new phenomenon?
What stands out most to me is how closely this crisis is tied
to work, life and money. Before the Industrial Revolution,
men and women worked together in shared domains - on
land, in households, or family trades. There wasn't a strict
divide. Women were expected to be pragmatic and actively
engaged in daily work. The end of Proverbs, for example,
portrays a woman involved in trade and leadership along-
side men. But the Industrial Revolution shifted everything. It
separated people from the land and tied masculinity to
wage-earning. Men were increasingly judged by how much
they provided financially - something that had once been a
shared responsibility. When | speak about biblical and
Catholic perspectives on masculinity, people rarely respond
with abstract questions. They talk about strained relation-
ships with men or ask, "How can | live this out when I'm
exhausted just trying to pay the bills?" That points to a
deeper issue. | hadn't realized how profoundly economic
stress affects families and communities. And these chal-
lenges aren't something individuals can fix alone - they
need broader, community-wide solutions.

Messenger of St Anthony September 2025




ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

| am the salvation of the people,
says the Lord.
Should they cry to me in any distress,
| will hear them,
and | will be their Lord for ever

FIRST READING
Amos 8:4-7

Listen to this, you who trample on the
needy and try to suppress the poor peo-
ple of the country, you who say, ‘When
will New Moon be over so that we can
sell our corn, and sabbath, so that we
can market our wheat? Then by lowering
the bushel, raising the shekel, by swin-
dling and tampering with the scales, we
can buy up the poor for money, and the
needy for a pair of sandals, and get a
price even for the sweepings of the
wheat.” The Lord swears it by the pride
of Jacob, ‘Never will | forget a single
thing you have done.’

The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 112(113):1-2,4-8

R: Praise the Lord
who lifts up the poor

Praise, O servants of the Lord,
praise the name of the Lord!
May the name of the Lord be blessed

both now and for evermore! R

High above all nations is the Lord,
above the heavens his glory.

Who is like the Lord, our God,

who has risen on high to his throne
yet stoops from the heights

o look down, to look down

upon heaven and earth? R

From the dust he lifts up the lowly,
from the dung heap he raises the poor
to set him in the company of princes,
yes, with the princes of his people.

SECOND READING
1 Timothy 2:1-8

My advice is that, first of all, there should
be prayers offered for everyone — peti-
tions, intercessions and thanksgiving —
and especially for kings and others in
authority, so that we may be able to live
religious and reverent lives in peace and
quiet. To do this is right, and will please
God our saviour: he wants everyone to
be saved and reach full knowledge of
the truth. For there is only one God, and
there is only one mediator between God
and mankind, himself a man, Christ Je-
sus, who sacrificed himself as a ransom
for them all. He is the evidence of this,
sent at the appointed time, and | have
been named a herald and apostle of it

R

and — | am telling the truth and no lie — a
teacher of the faith and the truth to the
pagans. In every place, then, | want the
men to lift their hands up reverently in
prayer, with no anger or argument.
The word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus Christ was rich
but he became poor,
to make you rich out of his poverty.
Alleluial

GOSPEL
Luke 16:1-13

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There was a
rich man and he had a steward de-
nounced to him for being wasteful with
his property. He called for the man and
said, “What is this | hear about you?
Draw me up an account of your steward-
ship because you are not to be my stew-
ard any longer.” Then the steward said to
himself, “Now that my master is taking
the stewardship from me, what am | to
do? Dig? | am not strong enough. Go
begging? | should be too ashamed. Ah, |
know what | will do to make sure that
when | am dismissed from office there
will be some to welcome me into their
homes.” Then he called his master's
debtors one by one. To the first he said,
‘“How much do you owe my master?”
“One hundred measures of oil” was the
reply. The steward said, “Here, take your
bond; sit down straight away and write
fifty.” To another he said, “And you, sir,
how much do you owe?” “One hundred
measures of wheat” was the reply. The
steward said, “Here, take your bond and
write eighty.” ‘The master praised the
dishonest steward for his astuteness. For
the children of this world are more astute
in dealing with their own kind than are the
children of light. ‘And so | tell you this:
use money, tainted as it is, to win you
friends, and thus make sure that when it
fails you, they will welcome you into the
tents of eternity. The man who can be
trusted in little things can be trusted in
great; the man who is dishonest in little
things will be dishonest in great. If then
you cannot be trusted with money, that
tainted thing, who will trust you with gen-
uine riches? And if you cannot be trusted
with what is not yours, who will give you
what is your very own? ‘No servant can
be the slave of two masters: he will either
hate the first and love the second, or
treat the first with respect and the second
with scorn. You cannot be the slave both
of God and of money.’
The Gospel of the Lord
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father al-
mighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all things visible and invisible. | believe
in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Only Be-
gotten Son of God, born of the Father
before all ages. God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father; through him all things were
made. For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, by the
Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried, and
rose again on the third day in accord-
ance with the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Fa-
ther and the Son, is adored and glori-
fied, who has spoken through the
Prophets. | believe in one, holy, catho-
lic, and apostolic Church. | confess one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and
| look forward to the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
| am the Good Shepherd,
says the Lord;
| know my sheep, and mine know me.

Recently Deceased
Fr Jolly Thappalodath,
Charlie Kirk, Lucia Caserta,
Umberto Perugini, Giovanni Molina,
Moira Beck

Anniversaries & Remembrance
Doris Cachia, Vincenzo Stanziano,
Perter Paul Marino

Next weekend
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Amos 6:1,4-7 1 Timothy 6:11-16
Luke 16:19-31




Processional Hymn AOV 54

| heard the voice of Jesus say,

‘Come unto Me, and rest;

lay down, thou weary one, lay down

thy head upon my breast’.
| came to Jesus, as | was,
weary and worn and sad;

Preparation of the Gifts AOV 37

Chorus:
Come to me, all who labour
and are heavy burdened,
and | shall give you rest.
Take up my yoke and learn from me,
for | am meek and humble of heart.

And you'll find rest for your souls.

| found in him a resting place, ! S,
Yes, my yoke is easy and my burden is light.

and he has made me glad.

The Lord is my Shepherd,
| shall never be in need.
Fresh and green are the meadows
where he gives me rest. Chorus

| heard the voice of Jesus say,
‘Behold, | freely give the living water;
thirsty one, stoop down and drink, and live’.
| came to Jesus, and | drank
of that life-giving stream;
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
and now | live in him.

| heard the voice of Jesus say,

‘I am this dark world’s light;
look unto me, thy morn shall rise,

and all thy day be bright’.

| looked to Jesus, and | found

in him my star, my sun;

and in that Light of life I'll walk

till trav’ling days are done.

Liturgy of the Word

Amos 8:4-7 1 Timothy 2:1-8 Luke 16: 1-13

= sl

Holy Communion CWB 293

Chorus:
Lord, let your mercy be on us
as we place our trust in you.

The word of the Lord is faithfulness and love,
this love can never be measured;

God's beauty is like nothing we have ever seen,
so let us place our trustin God.  Chorus

The word of the Lord means a patient, gentle God,
whose love can never grow weary.

God's mercy is as though our sins have never been,
if we can place our trust in God.  Chorus

The word of the Lord is fire burning strong
and love that never grows weary.
God will seek and save the lost until we all return,

Psalm Response so let us place our trust in God. Chorus
Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor .
_ Recessional Hymn CWB 556
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluial Chorus: May the Spirit of Christ

Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor,
to make you rich out of his poverty. Alleluia!

be our hope through the day,
be our guard through the night,
our companion on the way.
Recently Deceased
Fr Jolly Thappalodath,
Charlie Kirk, Lucia Caserta, Umberto Perugini,
Giovanni Molina, Moira Beck

Christ be ever before us,
Christ be ever behind us,
Christ be ever within. Chorus

Anniversaries & Remembrance Christ upon our left hand watching,

Doris Cachia, Vincenzo Stanziano, at our right hand guiding,
Perter Paul Marino Christ above, beneath us guarding,
near to us abiding. Chorus

Next weekend s s
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time Let us be God'’s light in the darkness,

Amos 6:1,4-7 1 Timothy 6:11-16 Luke 16:19-31 Let us be God's kindness;
Let us be God'’s justice and mercy,

, hands and feet of Christ. Chorus
One Licence A-640406




